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More than 75 of his former studants came t

um for & musical salute o the laté teacher ©

ogether Thursday night in Stevenson Auditori- i
. Frederic Ulmer. Doug Kington (below; right) , left
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s "Only Make Believe" during part one. Also singing in part orie was Dale Antley Clark
{with“‘eu_ttercup." (T&D photos by David P; Philips)

Musical memories before a packed house

By THOMAS BROWN
T4D S Witer

 Every seat in-the Steven-
son Audiforium was filled
Thursday night at the salute
to the late C. Frederie Ulmer,

_ Anyone there who did not
know the man certainly
learned from his former stu-
dents and other admirers that
he was loved, respected and
remembered..

Every individual who !)i)l -
raded across the stage credit-
ed Ulmenr with giving them a
atart and making them aware
of their talent, .

“He was a man with a gﬂlfor pulling talent out of ev-
erybody,” former Miss USA Betty Lane Gramling said.
“Personally, he taught me to make an entrance and to
hold the audience once I had their attention.”

Gramling said she relied on much of what she learned
from Himer during her reign as Miss USA, especially

‘when meeting dignitarjes,
politicians and celebrities,

A career that spanned
mor¢ than 30 years, the Or-
angeburg High and Orange-
burg-Wilkinson musie teacher
was mentor not only to future
musicians and performers, but
his insistence on excellence
* from his students in all their
endeavors forged in them the
necessity to give their best.

“It is a tribute to his great-
ness that so many people
showed up,” Bill Whetsell
said, “How many people do
- 7 you know that could draw this
kind of crowd 17 years after his death? But we're here be-
cause of what he gave us,” he said. “He gave us the gift of
confidence in onrselves. And that will Iast a lifetime.”

Concert pianist Mac Frampton told the audience that

Ulmer allowed him to be the accompanist for the high
school chorus and, along with other musical tributes, did

a lush rendition of “Drink To Me Only,” Ulmer’s favorite

~ton came from Tahitj, where he ju;t finished & concert

“No man was
more important in
my career than C.
Frederic  Ulmer,”
Frampton said. “He
was my window on
the world, And for
me, he was g bridge
from amateur fo pro-
fessional. This trib-
ute is both exciting
and moving, that so
many lives were
touched by this
man.”

l’;'ob_ably'-tznveling
the farthest to come ;
to the salute, Framp- -
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Salley and dozens more.
“Next to my family and church,
1 amn convineed that g‘fed.enck
l;lmmi:\:hetwed my hfe mocxn
an any other person,” sad Anne
Flmlom Mcl.eod. "l‘hc :dm de&

:}::hunor i lorgovcnlt\;e %lngca

supervision of Deblie T

m-:]!l her atafl, 1 sm sure it will be
W

Harcy Brvunt. smiled as he re-
membered those days in 9th
through 12th grades when be
giyed the lead rols in “Carousel”

remembered that dress ve-
boarsnls were aleaysﬁhdl;% ona
Wednesday e par-
formances were on ﬁ‘hursda\y and
| Friday nights. And he fondly re.
members the special man who di-
rected that play.

*1 began performing in the
mmhgrmleandlwasm “The
Student Prince’ with Pierce Arant
(now a music educator at the Uni-
\araityot Geargial, who was the

in the 10th
grade, wo did ‘South Pacific” 1
wasn'tin that; § plgged bazeball
that year. Bootsie King Wolfe was
the star of that musical and it was
a mador prodaction, with special

"l‘lwwctycarmlsw we did
Cnmusd’andlhadﬂmlmdmﬁn
mlomlhaL 1t was a Jot of fun!
my seoior . 1960, wo did
“Naughty aviet i wll.h Eleanor
(,orley‘lalleyasu:e fe»

Andy Hill
lead

“Yes, My, Ulmer was a groat
teacher. He taught chorus as a
clnss, an ekvuw, but you had to
audition for it. But he could take a
folla that thought he was tone
desf and turn him into a per-
formesn. He really did have a'spe-
cial teaching talent™

Anne McLeod agrees. “He de-
veloped talent in individuals that
o one else knew was there, or
tried to discover. Thase di
hxs memaq must number in the

'I'll bet you conld go to nearly

SAWETe AIOng

every church in this
town and you could
find someona in that
choir who was taught
b}b:!dr‘LUhmr He was
& v: you could
to Bimand he woulsu
listen and talk to you
about it.” Bryant said.
lmAll hix mxdnt?t_u:"g
ew one sure
abaut Ulmer —he
NEVET went, here
without hism
Maalox!

all
kinds of Maaiox jokes,”
said Ray Hartzog “We
worried him so much
he had to take

-

}‘n 4§§| ‘\vl P scw - .

His way was o take his medicine
and keep on going.

“There were over 100 i the
thietes were
in the mixed choros” &yamuud
“and they would leave foothall

fime to sing in the

pragiice
choms. \:‘gyall layed R)olbal! bu!.
chorus, too.

mlggymd y Hi rt:q;bom
a

r's srudents and

they, wo.m:unbertnm with af-

fection.

“He was more than s choral di-
rector to the kids, and to we, t00,”
Ray said. “Muost kads he

; he pia

and he sang Hetaugbtsnngt
techniques that were mvaluab e

Hartzog was in “Oklahoma’

his student years, 1967-68,

and said he re all the
things Ulmer taught the cast.

*You know, Jong after the craze
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is now associated with
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over playing games and such s
gone, the mwnc i still there,
"huz Mr Ulmer tanght ue lives

Ray Haﬂzog also had a amall
rolein “My Fair Lady” and says
that was fun, too,

“He never Nalb new how
much he monnt | u; tdh‘:‘ (‘aw

U CORMTLLLY, think”
Ha =aid ok

A3 u"g ¥

His brother, St o Hartzog,
was a student from
1967-1971.

“His love for music god his
work was evervihing”
gaid. “He was the ultimate music:
teacher. He strived to instill in eve
eryone he worked with, even if’
you were only in his music class,
that it was 1mpmmm.for them o
always have music in their hivee,

“I don't know thas 1 ever had
any teacher who was more dedis
caved,” Stephen Hurtzog said. “Mr.
Ulmer also had o fine musical
background both as asinger and
ixm:umenhhx

Hartzog was in several produc-
tions, mdudi Bnp:doon. “Ok-
lahoma,” Lady" and

“Hello,

“Ho drmtvd us for hours and
fours, The chorcography was by
{the lata) Bob Fraley, It was sa@n-
yoyable. you Joved it"

Anne Ml of Cathoun
Caunl.y cmwlders Ultner 1o have
been & major influance in her Hfie

“He offered many smdanw in
the Ormngebirg area the opportu-
nity to learn; and enjoy, misic ~
luced with strict disciptine and n
sense that music could be fun if

Omuessunau
> ?

OQANGEBURG so, CAROUNA, /

one plve it the time and energy.”

said. “Today, my life reflocta
the slow of Frederick Ulmerin
our chureh choir and in the appre-
dation of fige musis,

“Of course,” she added, “the
yearly WIS Christrmas prosenta-
tiors snd the armusl operetiag of-
fered his chorus an oppertunity to

Taken from The Times and Democrat

show off their talents.

“1 am indebted 10, and dearly
laved, this man who kb )
much pleasurs to Orange! for
nearly & gquarter
Mch:od said, adding that shois
much in favor of a “long overdue”
tributs to Ulmier, such as this pro-

posed music scholarabip.

of a century,” M

Anyone who would ke to be
peairt of this tribuis to & man who
phared 50 tiuch of himself with
his students, and with his com-
munity, may call Debbie Roland
at. the Calbioun County Mussum
amd Cultury Center (803-874-
3964) or write her 6t 303 Butier
St St Matthews, S.C., 29143,



